GENERAL CARE OF YOUR SAMOYED
GENERAL CARE OF PUPPY:
House your pup in a clean, healthy environment protected from the elements.  Provide veterinary care when necessary.  Your vet will suggest a vaccination and deworming schedule best suited for your area.  Most areas of the US do need to give their dogs heartworm preventative; vets start pups on this type preventative between twelve weeks and six months of age.  Spaying and neutering reduce health problems for your dog and you should schedule this procedure at 6 months to 2 years of age (if not a show potential puppy), I think 1 year of age is fine, your vet will likely say earlier is better, I have some literature to the contrary that is available on my web site and in the binder provided.  It depends on what you what you want to do with your dog and if you are looking to have a mature male or female coat type.  I think before 6 months is too young.  Groom your puppy on a regular basis.  Your puppy needs fresh, clean water at all times BUT you may want to control when and how much he drinks until he is housebroken.  Find a good puppy kindergarten or basic dog obedience class.  Observe a few classes to see if you agree with their training methods.  My personal opinion is clicker training is not particularly effective with the Samoyed breed(others disagree with me and I have no data to support my opinion so I will not refute those claims).  Do not allow your puppy to run freely.  Samoyeds are well known for not coming when called, and he could run away, be stolen, or be hit by a car.   Also, do not let your pup ride in the back of a truck(crated or otherwise).  There are numerous accounts of dogs being injured while riding in the back of the truck.    Most of all, your pup needs daily attention!  Samoyeds are "people" dogs, and thrive on lots and lots of attention.  Samoyeds that are ignored often become "barky" dogs, barking for attention.  Yes, Sams tend to bark anyway, but when they're wanting attention they tend to bark all the time, they also may start to display attention-getting behaviors which will not be appreciated, such as digging, destructive chewing and/or urinating in the home.

HIP DYSPLASIA (HD) PREVENTION:  
Most houses have linoleum, hardwood, or tile floors, and there is no way to avoid these areas all of the time.  Your puppy cannot get a grip on the slippery floor, and too much slipping could cause damage to the hip socket formation.  Your puppy needs daily exercise on the grass and carpet.  Do not allow your puppy to run continuously on hard surfaces such as concrete or blacktop.  These surfaces are rough on a young puppy whose joints haven't developed yet. Your puppy should not be exposed to inappropriate amounts (more than 15-20 minutes) or types (excessive jogging/jumping up and down) of strenuous exercise before 18 months of age(if you are concerned about the appropriate amount of exercise please call me).  Another major cause of environmental hip dysplasia is being of incorrect weight.  If a puppy is 10% over or under his ideal weight at any time in life he may develop hip problems.  Normal weight must be maintained for proper front and rear formation and to prevent HD. Do not feed high premium puppy or growth formulas.  It has been recommended to me by several veterinary specialists in puppy nutrition to feed all puppies a high quality adult food.  Growth formulas may cause the puppy to grow "too fast" and his bones won't have a chance to harden before the weight is put on.  Remember, hip problems caused by an accident, excessive weight, strenuous exercise, incorrect diet, or slippery flooring voids all guarantees. 
EYE ABNORMALITY PREVENTION:  

Hereditary eye problems may show up as late as seven years of age.  This is the reason for the second eye check to enforce the guarantee.  Many eye problems may be caused by nutritional defects, infectious disease, or trauma.  Non-hereditary eye conditions caused by any of the above and/or aging are not covered by the guarantee.  

FEEDING SUGGESTIONS:
These puppies have been eating a combination of raw foods (yes, raw!) and premium adult kibble(Wellness adult formula).  If you are interested in learning about a raw diet please let me know and I will send you more information.  I prefer you continue to feed a BARF/raw diet; however, I understand some people (and Veterinarians) are leary of this diet, I think the next best choice is Innova EVO, or Taste of the Wild, both of which are no-grain kibbles of outstanding quality.  If you want to feed another kibble, please avoid corn-based foods (the first ingredient is corn or a corn product).  Do not feed your puppy a substandard product (substandard=commercial feeds where major sources of protein are corn gluten meal, soy/soybean meal, meat and bone meal, etc.).  Examples of foods to feed:  Canidae, Innova, SOlid Gold, Wellness, etc.  There are several high quality foods on the market to choose from.  I have included a food scoring system that I think is a good grading system.  Any food not scoring an A or B will render all guarantees null and void.  If you’re not sure, please feel free to ask!  Vitamin supplements will not compensate for a poor quality diet!  Stay away from soft foods and foods with gravies such as Kibbles and Bits, Gravy Train, etc.  These types of food contain high amounts of salt, sugar, and preservatives and could cause problems later.


The puppies are eating the equivalent of about ¾ cup of kibble 2x/day.  You may prefer to divide this amount into 3x/day.  At five or six months, change to 2x/day if you are not already doing so.  At one year, if you wish, you can drop down to 1x/day.  Adjust the amount of food for activity levels and growth spurts.  Most adult females eat approximately one and a half to two cups a day (45 to 50 lb female); adult males up to three and sometimes four cups a day (55 to 65 lb males).  These are all eight ounce cups, not stadium cups!  Remember, we do not feed puppy or growth formulas at all.  In the wild, baby and adult canids eat the same diet.  Don't let flashy marketing fool you.  

No calcium supplements at all!  Other vitamin supplements are not necessary, and can disrupt the vitamins in your food.  We do not recommend "free-feeding" (leaving the food down at all times).  When a dog is sick, usually the first thing he'll do is stop eating.  If you control the feeding times, you'll know right away if your pup's not feeling well.  Also, it's easier to housebreak a puppy when you put him on a schedule to eat....he eats...he will poop soon!
· Adjust the amount you feed for activity levels and growth spurts.  Don't let your pup become overweight!  It is always better for your pup to be on the lean side as opposed to being a little fat (you should be able to EASILY feel the spine and ribs, if it feels “mushy” when you feel the ribs the pup is probably a bit over weight…ask your vet and remember some vets in general think 5-8 lbs overweight is “normal” or “OK” for a breed the size of an adult samoyed, if you tell them you want them at “show weight” they might give you a better idea of what they really should be.  Think about it would you think 15-20lbs extra on you was “OK” or “normal”.  Do not push high calorie diets to encourage the pup to fill out.  He will fill out with maturity. 

· Exercise your puppy before a meal, not afterwards.  At least one hour should pass after a meal before activity.  Gastric Dilatation and Volvulus (GDV), also known as "bloat," has been associated with increased activity on a full stomach, especially in adults and especially those fed grain based kibble.  Bloat is frequently fatal.  Do not allow your pup to drink lots of water after finishing a meal of dry food.  Sometimes the dry food absorbing the water in the stomach can cause bloat.  Giving ice cold water or ice to a dog that is “overheated” from being outside has caused bloat due to spasm of the stomach/intestine!
· Do not supplement diet with vitamins or minerals unless on the express advice of a veterinarian for a specific, short term problem.

· Keep fresh water available at all times.

· Do not feed your puppy any COOKED bones.  RAW bones are fine (chicken, turkey, pork, beef, etc).  Also, DON’T give dried or “roasted”, bones found frequently at pet stores,  they are dried and become so hard dogs can chip their teeth on them.  Fresh, raw bones are softer because they still have some water content to them.  The dogs love them and will not likely cause any harm to the teeth.  I give my dogs new bones about every week or two, then throw away the older bones once they have new ones. 
· Don't use cow hooves as treats.  Adult dogs can splinter them and the hooves can cause a lot of problems.  Use pig ears in moderation.  Kong toys are great toys; you can stuff them with different treats.  Buster cubes are a good toy, although a bit noisy.  I think rawhide of any sort is a problem in Samoyeds, in that they will eat the whole thing no matter the size.  If you feel a real need to give rawhide, it MUST be chipped/pressed and in small quantities.  DO NOT offer those gigantic rolled “bones” you are just asking for an abdominal obstruction!  The treats I use are either home made (I really don’t expect you to make your own( )  but I have used just about any dog biscuit…my dogs tend to be picky so I get what they will eat.  They are treats, not a major portion of their diet (they REALLY shouldn’t be a major portion of their diet).  Treats should be no more than once daily and given for good behavior…make them work for it (they are working dogs after all).

· In times of stomach upset, feed a bland diet of boiled rice, chicken, and egg.  If persistent, seek veterinary advice.

· In times of diarrhea, feed plain cultured yogurt w/high fiber foods.  If persistent, seek vet advice.

GROOMING YOUR SAMOYED:

A clean, well groomed Samoyed is an eye arresting sight and will draw admiring stares wherever he goes.  On the other hand, a dirty matted Samoyed is a disgrace to the breed and the public will give him a wide berth.  Grooming a Sammy need not be a hard task.  With a little commitment, a little time, and a lot of pride in your dog, your Samoyed will be a credit to both you and his breed.A DVD has been included in your information regarding how to groom a sammy.
Grooming Equipment

medium to large wire pin brush
liquid coat conditioner or people conditioner

wide toothed steel comb



nail clippers

fine tooth steel comb 



straight scissors

mist spray bottle



nice to have:  grooming table and dog dryer


The Samoyed is a double coated breed, which means he has a soft, woolly undercoat, with longer, harsher hairs growing through to form the outercoat.  When a Sam sheds, it is the undercoat that is shed, and occasionally a few outer hairs.  On the average, you can expect your male Sam to completely "blow" his coat once a year and females twice.  Contrary to popular belief, the Sammy does not always blow coat in spring or summer.  Your dog may carry his lightest coat in late fall and early winter.  Females often blow coat after a heat season.  Sammies will shed somewhat all year round.  Spayed bitches and neutered dogs shed about once a year, and will carry a lot fuller coat than their unspayed friends.  Shedding is normal and hair can be kept to a minimum by your groomings.  You either take the hair out with your brush, or if your dog will stand for it, vacuum it out!


During periods when the dog is undergoing a complete blow the coat is released in stages.  Usually, the first sign of a blow is clumps of coat sticking out from the legs or rump area.  Take out the coat as it is released from the skin.  The last areas to release are usually the neck (ruff) area, chest, and tail.  A complete blow will usually take from two to four weeks, but this is highly dependent upon how much you help the dog out with your grooming.  Many people shudder when they think of the Sammy shedding, but the hair is easier to clean up than most shorter coated breeds.  Beagles, Labrador Retrievers, and Rottweilers all have short, stiff hairs that are shed continuously.  These hairs work into fabric, making removal very difficult.  Sammy hair lays on top of fabrics and is very easy to roll up and pick off.


Another advantage to the Samoyed coat is it has no doggy odor!  It's true!  And unlike many white breeds, the Sam has a built in cleaning system...the harsh outercoat repels wetness and soil.  He can get wet and dirty, but when the coat dries, most of the dirt will fall out or can be brushed out.  This does not apply to paints or stains.  Due to the natural dirt repelling and no doggy odor, the Sam is a breed that does not require frequent baths.  Of course, this applies to the adult coat only.  The puppy coat is a bit softer and less repellent than the adult, and will need a bit more frequent baths. 


Puppies blow puppy coat around five or six months of age.  Prior to getting his adult coat, the puppy lacks the protectiveness of the outercoat and will soil his coat quite easily.

BRUSHING AND COMBING:  Daily grooming for the adult Samoyed is an unreasonable expectation, as well as unnecessary.  Weekly grooming, however, is necessary.  Daily won't hurt him any if you're up to it, but if done properly, weekly; even bi-weekly will suffice.


The most important concept when grooming a Samoyed is to get down to the skin!  Some people will take the shortcut of just fluffing up the surface, while the undercoat gets tighter and tighter, finally resulting in mats that can only be removed after hours of work and a lot of discomfort to the dog (and your arms!).  The other alternative is shaving the dog...which is not healthy for a Samoyed.  DO NOT SHAVE YOUR SAMOYED!!!  The coat is needed to protect him from the sun; and it doesn't cool them down anyway.  Dog's don't sweat through their skin like we do; they sweat through their nose, tongue, and paw pads.  Shaving does them no good.


Never brush a dry coat.  Doing so will break off the tips of the coat as well as cause static.  Fill your spray bottle with a dog coat dressing or add a few drops of your own hair conditioner and fill up with water.  Mist each section of the coat as you proceed.  Do not soak the coat; this will make it much more difficult to comb.


The best tool for reaching the skin is a wide toothed steel comb.  Separate a section of coat, exposing the skin.  Making sure the teeth of the comb reach the skin, pull gently and firmly.  If you hit a snag, work at it slowly, holding the rest of the coat and the skin flat so you don't pull it.  The divide and conquer method is great...divide the snag into smaller pieces, then comb it out.  Comb the entire body this way, working on one section at a time.  I start with the belly; then the rear legs; the body, the front legs, and last of all the ruff, head, and ears.  The fur behind the ears of the adult Sam has a very soft, fine texture, and is an area inclined to mat more quickly than any other.  Use your fine toothed steel comb in this area.  Comb to the skin in both directions.  Use this comb for the hocks and head.


After you have finished combing the coat, mist the dog lightly all over, and put on the finishing touch with the brush.  Brush against the grain (from the tail to the head) to make the coat stand up.  If you need to brighten the coat, add a bit of corn starch and then let him shake.  Of course, do this part outside!  Do not use baby powder as it's not healthy for your dog to lick it off.

THE BATH:  Do not bathe your Samoyed while he is blowing coat.  To do so will result in a giant mat (I speak from experience!).  Never bathe a matted dog.  First of all, you should never allow your dog to get to this stage.  But if your dog does have mats (lets be honest...it happens and has to me!), be sure to remove all of them before bathing.  Bathing with mats causes the mats to tighten up and it is almost impossible to remove a wet mat without cutting it out.  

Comb the dog completely before bathing.  You may bathe your Sam in your tub or on nice warm days, bathe him outside with the water hose.  We use a "watering" spray attachment for bathing our dogs (not the regular "trigger" type used for washing the car).  Place a non-skid mat on the bottom of the tub, if you're bathing him inside. 
It helps to restrain your dog in the tub until he's used to the bath.  Praise him for being still, and teach him to "turn."  This way you don't have to wrestle with him to bathe his other side.  Place the water next to the skin, as it's hard for the water to penetrate that outercoat!  I begin by wetting the back and neck, then the legs, tummy, and tail.   Suds the dog up, but take care not to suds in circles, like you might do w/your own hair.  You'll cause giant mats if you do.  When washing the head, hold the dog under the chin so that the water runs down the back of his head


There are many dog shampoos on the market; all of them are probably okay. I like to use Orvis (a sheep product) for a low foam, good general 'get the grim out' shampoo, but if used too frequently will really dry out the coat. Another alternative is Ivory hand dishwashing liquid. Conditioners and creme rinses aren't necessary on the Sam, as you want the coat to be a harsh outer coat.  Whatever you use, be sure to rinse, rinse, rinse!  Shoulders, flanks, and tummies hide the most soap.  When you think you've rinsed it all out, rinse one more time!  Squeeze the water out of the coat.  It helps to teach your dog to shake by blowing gently in his face and saying "shake!" (Shake is also great after brushing; it helps the coat to fall into place).  Again, be sure there is no soap residue left as it will irritate your dog's skin and possibly cause hot spots or flaking.

DRYING:  There are two ways to accomplish this:  blowing him dry or allowing him to air dry.  Air drying the adult Sam may take up to two days.  We blow dry.  Blow drying greatly reduces the time it takes to dry and also blows out the loose hairs you may have missed while brushing.  If you don't have a professional dog dryer, a hand held 1500 watt dryer will do the job, but will take several hours.  Never use hot air, as it will damage the coat.  Brush the coat while drying to get loose hairs out.  Bathing loosens the coat a little bit, so be prepared to live with a few fuzzies until the coat returns to normal.

NAIL CLIPPING: Fun!  If you want to leave this up to your vet or groomer, that's fine, but the Sam's nails should be trimmed anywhere from weekly to every two or four weeks.  A lot depends on what type of surface your Sam walks on.  A dog exercised on concrete or pavement will wear down his nails a bit. 


The most important thing to remember when trimming nails is that there is a "quick" in the nail.  This is a blood vessel that you can see if your dog has clear nails.  The quick is a nerve ending, and if you cut into it, it will bleed and cause the dog some pain.  Take care not to let the nails grow too long.  Long nails cause splayed feet, which isn't healthy in any dog!  I use a dremel with a sanding drum to “sand” down the nails, the pups fight at first but then get used to it and I find it easier than trimming with nail cutters, you can also round off the nails with a Dremel so there are no sharp edges like you get with nail cutters.
TRIMMING:  The only area of the Samoyed that will need regular trimming is the hair between and around the toes.  Use your scissors to trim the hair that sticks out between the paw pads, and shape the foot into an oval when the hair sticks out between the toes.  Cleaning the hair out from in-between the paw pads will reduce the amount of dirt your Sam tracks in.  Long hair in the feet causes moisture and irritation to the foot.  Also, if you are in an area of the country that has road salt in the winter, wash your puppy's feet when you return from your walk.  The salt may irritate his feet.  Sometimes the hock area needs neatening up...if so, comb the hair straight out, then trim straight down.  You should leave about 1/2" to one inch of hair (from the hock bone). (shown on the grooming DVD)
OBEDIENCE TRAINING:  Samoyeds are quite capable of obedience work.  I expect all owners to take their sammies through at least beginner level obedience training, preferably at 6 months of age or so.  Sammies need a different approach then the “typical” obedience breeds.  Sams are very intelligent and thus are easily bored with repeated exercises.  I have found working about 5 minutes 4-5 times a day on 2 different commands works very well with a pup.  START ON DAY 1!  I have taught all my dogs to sit and lay down on the first day I get them (8 weeks).  How?  Easy…get a bit of food and sit in front of your pup, hold the food in your fingers so s/he can’t quite grab it but can smell it, then raise it up right in front of his nose.  The pups butt will drop as s/he follows the food with the nose. Then BIG praise with ‘sit’…’good sit’ etc and give the food to the pup.  Do this 3-4 times, then take a play break and repeat in an hour or so…once the sit is “sort of” established in that the pup sits quickly with the command/food (I also use a hand signal so the pup sees that from the get go…but I’m looking ahead for ultra-high level obedience training) the next step is in the sit position have another piece of food and put in front of the pups nose and drop it to the ground…the pup should follow it down and lay down.  Give the command ‘down’ &/or ‘lay down’ .  you may have to hold down the pups tail as occasionally the nose goes down and the butt comes up. After the pup understands those commands the next is ‘come’  start with a foot or so away in the sit position and call the pup with treats ‘come’ use the same technique for the sit once the pup come to you (this will teach “front” eventually).  Move further away as you can (this usually takes a few weeks)  By 3 weeks of working you should be able to be at least 6 ft away, if not don’t worry too much...just need to work a little more.  For show prospects another MUST KNOW command is stand.  There is NO REASON you should not teach obedience with a show prospect (don’t listen to anyone that tells you otherwise!), but you must teach the stand command, you will need this if you plan to show in obedience anyway.  This is taught by having the pup in a sit position with a collar you can grab easily, then with a treat coaxing forward with 1 hand (treat in front of pups nose) with the other hand under the pups tuck-up lifting gently telling the pup to stand.  Let them go and quickly give the treat with the ‘stand’ command...’good stand’.  It probably won’t last long so give the treat quickly.  Keep working until the pup will stand and you can move about without him/her breaking the stand. 
I do this type of VERY positive reinforcement training with my pups early on.  But, once the dogs have gotten the concept, I DON’T use treats.  I am a FIRM believer that dogs need to do some things that are just expected, not done because they get a reward.  That includes heeling (there is no reason a dog should take ANY person for a walk), sitting (this is IMPERATIVE for learning how to greet visitors in your home), down on command(this may save your dogs life as it is about to dash out into the street to chase a critter), and come when called(dogs can escape the best fences on occasion).  In this training I reinforce with quite praise and correct with either a partial choke collar, a choke collar or with particularly difficult dogs a pinch collar.  It helps to tell the dog what it did wrong.  For example for heeling the corrections are: get up, get back, get out, get in, with a quick mild jerk on the lead in the direction I want the dog to be.
What kind of treats?  You need something small and easily swallowed down in a quick bite.  I hate to admit it but I use Moist and Meaty Lamb and Rice...this is something I would NEVER feed my dogs, but they are small soft chunks that my dogs like and they are small enough that a reward takes about 1/2 second to consume.  The small quantity they get overall is not a concern r.e. diet.  Small pieces of hot dogs, hamburger etc will also work.  

If you are interested in more advanced obedience info please contact me.  
please remember to call if you have any more questions.  My number is (440) 313-7276; e-mail is steve@duxsamoyeds.com.  Enjoy your new baby!

